
STRABAN TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Debbie Arnold, George Mauser, Joyce Wentz, Tom Adair, Deb Kammerer 

 
 

MEETING OF:  MAY 19, 2014 
 
The Straban Township Parks & Recreation Advisory Board met this date, as publicly advertised, at 7:00 
p.m. in the meeting room of the Straban Township Municipal Building, 1745 Granite Station Road, 
Gettysburg, PA  17325 with Board Chair Debbie Arnold presiding.  Others in attendance were:  Vice Chair 
George Mauser; Treasurer Tom Adair; Secretary Joyce Wentz; and Office Manager Robin Crushong.  
Member Deb Kammerer was not present. 
 
 Others in attendance:  None. 
  
 Board Chair Debbie Arnold brought the meeting to order.   
 
Minutes:  
 
Mr. Mauser moved, seconded by Mr. Adair, to approve the April 21, 2014 minutes as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Reports: 
 
The Treasurer, Mr. Adair gave the Treasurer Report.  There were no expenses in the month of April 2014.  
The only income was interest for April 2014 in the amount of $1.15.  The balance in the Recreation Account 
is currently $28,118.84.  Ms. Wentz moved, seconded by Mr. Mauser to approve the Treasurer Report as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Appearances: 
 
None. 
 
Old/New Business: 
 
Park vandalism reports/status - Ms. Crushong informed the Board that another incident occurred at the 
same place as the prior incident wherein four (4) cars were parked in the grass area at Field B and got 
stuck.  These vehicles were parked in an area that was posted “NO PARKING IN GRASS”.  There are 
huge ruts in the grass where all the grading work was done this past year.  Ms. Crushong has been 
stopping at the park each evening that she can to make sure cars are parking in designated areas.  A park 
map has been posted on the bulletin board.  At this time Field B parking area has been roped off.  Ms. 
Arnold indicated that it may be a good idea to get railroad ties or culvert pipe to put around Field B parking 
area so that no cars park on the grass since the signs are not working.  Ms. Crushong will discuss this with 
the road crew. 
 
Park paving project update -  Ms. Arnold attended the Board of Supervisors meeting on May 5, 2014.  
The Board of Supervisors took action to donate the remainder of the money needed to do the 
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parking/driveway at the Recreation Park all at one time with possible payback when funds become 
available.  The repayment is not a requirement.  Mr. Sanders had stated that he appreciates the work that 
the Recreation Board does.  He does not like to override the Board in any of its recommendations; 
however, he feels that it makes sense to do the parking and driveway areas at one time.  It would be more 
costly to do a part now and then bring the machinery back in at a later time.   Mr. Mauser wanted to make 
sure that there would be an audit paper trail so the improvements that we owe for will be noted in the 
monthly report.  Mr. Mauser also stated that he is concerned about the uncertainty of the estimate that was 
given to the Recreation Board.  He feels that an estimate should be at least 90% accurate and feels this 
estimate is not efficient.   
Mr. Mauser moved, seconded by Ms. Wentz to accept the Board of Supervisors instructions to do the full 
job as a single project and funds used from the General Fund will be repaid out of Recreation resources as 
they become available.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
In an effort to clarify the repay process Ms. Arnold will review the following questions with township solicitor 
and the Board of Supervisors:  a)  How does the ‘repay’ work?; b) Is there a timeline?; c) When monies are 
received from developers will those monies be transferred to the General Fund?; and d) Can Rec Fees (if 
implemented) be used for the repay? 
 
Implementing park fees – It was discussed that park fees may need to be implemented at some point.  It 
was decided that some of the Board members would look at surrounding parks and see what their fee 
schedules look like.  The township solicitor and Board of Supervisors will need to be consulted on a number 
of questions raised by this Board.  For example, what the fees can be used for, how are they collected (by 
hour, per head, per event), charge for use of fields and pavilion, fee on each application and call it a user 
fee, include an escalation clause on the application.  The process should be simple and easy to 
understand.  Ms. Arnold will ask the Board of Supervisors if this Board should pursue a fee schedule. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
None.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
 With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Mauser moved, seconded by Ms. Wentz to 
adjourn the Meeting at 7:52 p.m. this date.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       Robin K. Crushong 
       Office Manager 
 
NEXT MEETING:   SUPERVISORS: June 2, 2014 
       PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD:  June 16, 2014 
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