
STRABAN TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Debbie Arnold, Deb Kammerer, Joyce Wentz, Tom Adair, George Mauser 

 
 

MEETING OF:  JANUARY 20, 2015 
 
The Straban Township Parks & Recreation Advisory Board met this date, as publicly advertised, at 7:00 
p.m. in the meeting room of the Straban Township Municipal Building, 1745 Granite Station Road, 
Gettysburg, PA  17325 with Board Chair Debbie Arnold presiding.  Others in attendance were: Vice Chair 
George Mauser; Treasurer Tom Adair; Secretary Joyce Wentz; and Office Manager Robin Crushong. 
Member Deb Kammerer was absent. 
 
 Others in attendance:  None. 
  
 Board Chair Debbie Arnold brought the meeting to order.   
 
Minutes:  
 
Mr. Mauser moved, seconded by Mr. Adair, to approve the December 15, 2014 minutes as presented.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Reports: 
 
The beginning balance as of December 31, 2014 was $49.86.  There were no expenses for the month of 
December 2014.  There was no interest earned in the month of December 2014.  The balance in the 
Recreation Account is currently $49.86. Ms. Wentz moved, seconded by Mr. Mauser to approve the 
Treasurer Report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Appearances: 
 
None. 
  
Old/New Business: 
 
Annual Report – Mr. Adair moved, seconded by Mr. Mauser to approve the Annual Report for submission 
to the Board of Supervisors.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
 
Reorganization –  Mr. Mauser moved, seconded by Mr. Adair to appoint Debbie Arnold as Chair; Deb 
Kammerer as Vice-Chair; Tom Adair as Treasurer; Joyce Wentz as Secretary and George Mauser as 
Member.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Planning Commission’s recommendation that the Recreation Fees be waived for Auker’s 
Greenhouse – Ms. Arnold stated that she had attended the Board of Supervisors meeting on Monday, 
January 5, 2015.  An item on the Agenda listed Auker’s Greenhouse. At the most recent Planning 
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commission meeting (December 17, 2014) Mr. Auker verbally requested a waiver of recreation fees as he 
considers his business a small home based business not comparable to large commercial business.  He 
has already faced additional finances due to the land development process.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of this waiver request from the recreation fee with Ms. Hamm opposing.  Ms. 
Arnold requested that the Board of Supervisors provide the Recreation Advisory Board an opportunity to 
review the matter as having impact on the township’s recreation program.  The Board of Supervisors tabled 
the request to give this Board a chance to respond.  (Mr. Mauser stated that he had attended the Planning 
Commission meeting.) 
 
Mr. Mauser stated that approving this waiver would likely set, if not in fact then in appearance, a precedent 
that would undermine the township’s recreation objectives defined in the Recreation Strategic Plan as 
approved by the Board of Supervisors. This Board noted that recreation fees are the sole source of funding 
for the township’s development program to acquire and improve recreation capabilities.  The Board 
reviewed relevant governing documents that require a written request of waiver based on specific hardship 
criteria.  The documents define waiver criteria and only make a distinction between residential and non-
residential property. 
   
Mr. Mauser moved, seconded by Mr. Adair that the Recreation Board will go on record as 1.) opposed  to 
the current requested waiver of recreation fee in the Auker’s Greenhouse case as being not in compliance 
with township code and that 2.) this Board be afforded the opportunity to review and make 
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding all future recreation related issues.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Mauser moved, seconded by Ms. Wentz to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that the waiver of 
recreation fees request by Auker’s Greenhouse not be approved as not in compliance with the township 
code as cited, in part, below as not being in the public interest. It appears that no written request was 
submitted to the Planning Commission and the justification for waiver presented verbally does not appear 
to address the required definitions of hardship.  It is the view of this Board that a recommendation of 
approval by the Planning Commission is, at least, premature.  
 
Section 117-75(B):  

“Where any particular developer can show undue hardship, it is possible to obtain a modification of 
the requirement for recreation dedication and/or fees if all of the provisions of Section 117-75(B) 
are established.  They are as follows: 
 
B.  Standards. The governing body may, in its sole discretion, grant a modification of one or more 
requirements of this chapter, upon request, if: 

(1) Literal enforcement would exact undue hardship because of the peculiar conditions 
pertaining to the land in question; 
(2) The aforesaid hardship is not of the developer's own making or causation; 
(3) The modification requested will not be contrary to the public interest; and 
(4) The purpose and intent of this chapter will be observed.” 

 
Section 117-6(B)” 

“All requests for a modification shall be in writing and shall accompany and be a part of the 
application for development. The request shall state in full the grounds and facts of 
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unreasonableness or hardship on which the request is based, the provision or provisions of this 
chapter involved and the minimum modification necessary.” 

 
Public Comment: 
 
None.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
 With no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Arnold moved, seconded by Ms. Wentz to 
adjourn the Meeting at 7:48 p.m. this date.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       Robin K. Crushong 
       Office Manager 
 
NEXT MEETING:   SUPERVISORS: February 2, 2015 
       PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD:  March 16, 2015 
 

Page 3 of 3 
 


