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STRABAN TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Debbie Arnold, Deb Kammerer, Joyce Wentz, Tom Adair, George Mauser 

 
 

MEETING OF:  MARCH 16, 2015 
 
The Straban Township Parks & Recreation Advisory Board met this date, as publicly advertised, at 7:00 
p.m. in the meeting room of the Straban Township Municipal Building, 1745 Granite Station Road, 
Gettysburg, PA  17325 with Board Chair Debbie Arnold presiding.  Others in attendance were: Vice Chair 
Deb Kammerer; Treasurer Tom Adair; Secretary Joyce Wentz; and Office Manager Robin Crushong.  
 
 Others in attendance:  George Mauser; Peter Sontheimer; Mark Darnell and Dan Bigham, 
Gettysburg Youth Baseball Association (GYBA). 
  
 Board Chair Debbie Arnold brought the meeting to order.   
 
Minutes:  
 
Mr. Adair moved, seconded by Ms. Wentz, to approve the January 20, 2015 minutes as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Reports: 
 
The beginning balance as of January 1, 2015 was $49.86.  There were no expenses for the months of 
January and February 2015.  There was no interest earned in the months of January and February 2015.  
There was a recreation fee collected from Tractor Supply Company in the amount of $9,550.00 on 
February 26, 2015.  The balance in the Recreation Account is currently $9,599.86. Ms. Arnold moved, 
seconded by Ms. Wentz to approve the Treasurer Report as presented.  Discussion:  Ms. Arnold 
brought up the fact that when the paving project was done, the Board of Supervisors approved using some 
funds from the General Fund in order to get the entire upper parking lot done.  Ms. Crushong confirmed 
that the amount taken out of General Funds for this project was $7,658.70.  By the Minutes of June 2, 
2014, Ms. Arnold stated that Mr. Sanders made the motion as a donation and Ms. Hamm stated that if the 
Recreation Board could repay, that would be fine.  It was suggested that this Board give the Board of 
Supervisors an updated report on the financial status and then leave it up to the Board of Supervisors to 
ask for the repayment.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Appearances: 
 
Mark Darnell and Dan Bigham – Introduced themselves as the new Board Members of the Gettysburg 
Youth Baseball Association (GYBA).  They suggested some possible improvements that could be made to 
the baseball fields.  First, they would like to look at getting a master lock on the storage boxes at each field 
that is non-rekeyable.  There are a lot of keys floating around. Ms. Crushong will talk to the road crew and 
see what they can come up with and the cost.  E-mail Mr. Darnell at gybasecretary@gmail.com.  Second, 
GYBA would like to move the pitcher mounds on Fields A and B.  They would like one of the fields to be 
46/60 dimension (Little League Baseball Division) and the other field to be 50/70 dimension (Little League 
Intermediate Baseball Division).  Also, there is a large hole in front of the pitcher mound on Field A that will 
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need to be filled in with some sort of clay material.  Third, they would like to install a batting cage between 
Fields A and B.  This would be a structure that would be up all season and then removed in the winter time.  
The issues discussed with this is vandalism and the road crew having to mow around it.  Ms. Kammerer 
reminded everyone about the issues years ago with GYBA wherein they felt that this was their park.  There 
will be no priority claim to the fields.  There are other organizations and individuals that use these fields too.  
This Board had conversations with Brian DeVost from GARA as to how to better maintain the fields, so we 
are trying to improve our fields.  We should probably get some estimates on the cost of the work proposed 
to be done.  These were the highlighted issues of discussion.  Ms. Arnold asked that these requests be 
written down and sent to Ms. Crushong at the office so that they can be reviewed and discussed by the 
Board and road crew. 
  
Old Business: 
 
Auker Recreation Fee Waiver – Ms. Crushong stated that at the March 2, 2015 Board of Supervisors 
meeting that the Board of Supervisors tabled this waiver request until the Preliminary/Final Subdivision & 
Land Development Plan is recommended by the Planning Commission for approval and comes before the 
Supervisors for approval. 
  
New Business: 
 
Peter Sontheimer – Ms. Arnold welcomed Mr. Sontheimer to the meeting tonight.  Mr. Sontheimer is 
interested in filling the vacancy on this Board left by Mr. Mauser taking a position on another Board within 
the Township.  Ms.  Arnold introduced the Board members to Mr. Sontheimer.  Mr. Sontheimer has lived in 
the township for 15 years.  He teaches at Gettysburg High School and has been employed there for 22 
years.  He is married with two (2) children; one (1) at Penn State University and the other a Freshmen at 
Gettysburg High School. His interest in the board is related to his interest in cycling and promoting healthy 
activities and safe corridors for all users.  The Board gave Mr. Sontheimer an overview of the park plan and 
looking forward to implementing some trails.  Ms. Wentz moved, seconded by Ms. Arnold to recommend to 
the Board of Supervisors that it appoint Peter Sontheimer to the Recreation Board at its April 6, 2015 
meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Update on Park Reservations:  Ms. Crushong informed the Board that all the reservation requests are in 
from the organizations and put on the calendar for this season with the exception of game requests.  Two 
matters to bring to the Board’s attention are that the flag football is not an “organized” group yet but are 
working on getting there.  For now, a release form has been accepted by them instead of liability insurance. 
The only conflict that we are facing now is a conflict on May 16, 2015 wherein a resident would like to use 
the pavilion and Fields A and C from 12-9 p.m.  The GYBA stated that they would take that day off their 
schedule.  We need to contact the softball team yet and hopefully this conflict can be resolved.  Thank you 
GYBA for helping to eliminate this conflict. 
 
Thank you and Farewell to George Mauser:  The Board Members thanked Mr. Mauser for his time spent 
on this Board and moving this Board forward in the right direction.  All wished him well in his new endeavor 
on the Planning Commission Board. 
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Public Comment: 
 
None.  
 
Adjournment: 
 
 With no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Wentz moved, seconded by Mr. Adair to 
adjourn the Meeting at 8:08 p.m. this date.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
       Robin K. Crushong 
       Office Manager 
 
NEXT MEETING:   SUPERVISORS: April 6, 2015 
       PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD:  May 18, 2015 
 


