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The Straban Township Board of Supervisors met this date, as publicly advertised, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the Straban Township Municipal Building, 1745 Granite Station Road, 
Gettysburg, PA  17325 with Board Chair Tony Sanders presiding.  Others in attendance were:  
Supervisors Fred Kammerer and Sharon Hamm; Secretary Robin Crushong; Solicitor Walton V. 
Davis; Assistant Solicitor John S. Phillips; and William Hill from Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Township 
Engineer. 
 
Others in attendance were:  Lawrence & Sandra Martin; Rich Ozimek, Peebles Plaza; Eric 
Bowmaster, Chief of Biglerville Fire Department; Debbie Redding Arnold; John Matthews; Joey 
Byrne, United Hook & Ladder Co. #33; Paul Kriger, Rich Randall, Elaine McKnight; Marcie 
Kammerer; Skip Strayer; and Ken Scott, Gettysburg Times. 
 
Board Chair Sanders led everyone with the Pledge to the Flag.   
  
 Mr. Sanders informed the residents present of the next scheduled meetings:  Board of 

Supervisors meeting on September 8, 2015 (Tuesday); Planning Commission meeting 
on August 26, 2015; and Recreation Board meeting on September 21, 2015.   There 
were no other workshops held. 
 
  

Public Comment: 
 
Rich Randall, Lake Heritage – Spoke in reference to Agenda Item #3 -  Mr. Randall requested 
that the Board of Supervisors disapprove the TIF because it would require citizens to pay for 
traffic impact improvements.  He understands the huge traffic problem in that area.  At the 
beginning of this project it was stated that the developer would pay for the traffic impact 
improvements by paying traffic impact fees.  Now, not only are the traffic improvements 
essential and mandatory, but the citizens are going to pay for it through this tax incentive 
funding.  The project won’t go through if we don’t pay the $2 million.  Maybe we need to wait 
for a developer who is willing to do it right.  Mr. Randall also has a hard time believing the 
land is blighted, as the Adams County Planning Commission had previously deemed it.  There 
are documents available now that indicate it’s worth millions of dollars if we say “yes”. 
 
Skip Strayer – Mr. Strayer encouraged the Board of Supervisors to vote in favor of 
participating in the TIF.  A “yes” vote would show that the township supports economic 
development and its many benefits.  Mr. Strayer stated that it is time for those in the area to 
stop delaying such developments.  These projects would have already happened if it wasn’t for 
some that wish to live in the 19th century.  We need to look to the future and new 
opportunities and options that are available.  He requested that the Board of Supervisors show 
that they understand the new rules of the financial industry and approve the TIF.  
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Minutes:  
 
Ms. Hamm moved, seconded by Mr. Sanders, to approve the July 6, 2015 meeting minutes as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
Approve Bills:  
 
Mr. Kammerer moved, seconded by Ms. Hamm, to approve the July 16, 2015 and July 30, 
2015 bills for payment.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Reports: 
 
Recreation:   

1. Ms. Arnold informed the Board of Supervisors that the Recreation Advisory Board 
received a $500.00 check from the Gettysburg Area Girls Fastpitch Softball league.  The 
league has requested that this donation go towards new team benches on Field “C” or 
any other place that the Recreation Advisory Board sees fit.  The Recreation Board 
would recommend that the $500.00 go towards replacing the team benches on Field 
“C”, the field that this league plays on.  The cost of four (4) aluminum benches would 
be $840.00.  The Recreation Advisory Board recommends that the remaining $340.00 
be taken out of the Recreation Fund. 

2. The Recreation Advisory Board discussed where the maintenance costs of the park 
should come out of.  For the last few years the maintenance costs have been budgeted 
to come out of the General Fund.  The Recreation Advisory Board recommends that the 
maintenance costs for at least the 2016 Budget continue to come out of the General 
Fund and the improvements come out of the Recreation Fund.  

3. The Recreation Advisory Board would also recommend a bullet point be added to the 
“Straban Township Parks and Recreation Rules and Regulations” stating “The township 
reserves the right to charge a security deposit to any party that has had a history of 
damage to the park.”  Ms. Hamm requested that the word “user” be added along with 
party so that everyone is included. 

4. Ms. Arnold informed the Board of Supervisors that the Recreation Advisory Board 
scheduled the next annual picnic for Sunday, September 20, 2015 from 2-5 p.m. at the 
recreation park.  

 
 
Solicitor:  Nothing at this time. 
 
 
Fire:      
Biglerville Fire & Hose Co.#1:  Eric Bowmaster had three statements: 
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• At last month’s meeting the Board of Supervisors did not approve the box card for Box 
#25.  There were four (4) areas within this box card and two (2) of the areas have no 
EMS coverage and should have been approved.  They are Box 25-8 US15 SB (RT 234 to 
RT 394) and Box 25-9 US15 NB (RT 394, RT 234). 

• He pointed out that Gettysburg has a MIC Unit stationed at the Gettysburg Fire Station 
24/7 and a MIC Unit in Bonneauville.  Box card 1-7 has the MICU from Bonneauville 
responding if the Gettysburg MICU is unavailable.  The Board of Supervisors may want 
to look into this. 

• Rt. 394/Shriver’s Corner Rd/Goldenville Rd – Biglerville is closer.  He requested that the 
Board of Supervisors look at this area to make sure that the coverage is the best for the 
citizens. 

 
 
United Hook & Ladder Co. #33:  Joey Byrne informed the Board that the annual carnival last 
week was a success; there will be a golf tournament this Friday; Adams Regional EMS 
(AREMS) responded to 75 calls in Straban Township last month; and the merger should be 
complete by the end of this year.  
 
 
Appearance:    
 
R ich Ozimek, PMA – Gettysburg Peebles Shopping Center – Updated Starbucks 
Streetscape Lighting  
 
Mr. Ozimek showed the Board of Supervisors the updated streetscape plan.  The lights, trees, 
and sidewalks have been adjusted to have the least utility conflicts possible while still 
maintaining a uniform appearance.  
 
The developer is very interested in substituting LED lights for the metal halide lights.  It was 
noted that the zoning ordinance must be revised to allow this.  Last month the Board 
authorized the solicitor to move forward with the zoning ordinance revision.  The developer 
will submit specification sheets for the LED lights and will also set up a demonstration at the 
vacant lot beside AutoZone of the desired LED light substitution to compare it, in person, with 
the existing street lighting at AutoZone.  If the LED light is determined to be an acceptable 
substitution, the developer, at his own risk, may proceed with ordering the LED lights for once 
the ordinance change is adopted.  Solicitor Davis did not see a problem with ordering the 
lights while he prepares the text of the Ordinance.  The language will not specify a specific 
bulb, just indicating that it be compatible to the engineer’s requirements. 
 
Mr. Sanders moved, seconded by Ms. Hamm to accept the Streetscape Concept 
Plan with the condition that upon completion of construction and as a condition of 
financial security release, a final As-Built plan be prepared, signed off on, and 
accepted by the Board of Supervisors as the official final Field Change document to 
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be recorded at the courthouse to document the plan changes.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Ms. Crushong announced the following: 
 

• Gettysburg Fire Department Firemen’s Relief Association Compliance Audit for the  
period January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2014 from the Auditor General 

• Heidlersburg Area Civic Relief Association Compliance Audit for the period January 
1, 2010 to December 31, 2014 from the Auditor General 

• June 2015 Report from Bonneauville Fire Department 
• June 2015 Report from Gettysburg Fire Department 
• June and July 2015 Reports from United Hook & Ladder #33 
• June 28, 2015 to July 31, 2015 EMS Report from Adams Regional EMS 
• Minutes of the Gettysburg Municipal Authority Board of Directors meeting held on 

June 15, 2015 
• Minutes of the White Run Regional Municipal Authority meeting held on June 17, 

2015 
• Minutes of the York Adams Tax Bureau Board of Directors meeting held on July 

27, 2015 
 
 
Old/New Business: 
 
 
1.  Certificate for Payment – Mr. Sanders indicated that an Invoice was received from Carl 
E. Frantz Inc, Plumbing & Heating in the amount of $20,000.00.  This is for the plumbing 
contract on the municipal accessory building.  The contract price is $31,750.00; less Change 
Order Number P-1 of $1,800.00; less this Invoice of $20,000.00; leaves a balance due of 
$9,950.00.  Mr. Sanders moved, seconded by Mr. Kammerer to approve the payment 
of Invoice #4764 in the amount of $20,000.00 to Carl E. Frantz Inc., Plumbing & 
Heating.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
  
2.  Municipal Emergency Operation Plan (EOP) - Ms. Hamm moved, seconded by Mr. 
Kammerer to approve the updated Municipal Emergency Operation Plan (EOP) by 
Resolution No. 2015-10.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
3.  Resolution on proposed Gettysburg Crossing Tax Increment District - Ms. Hamm 
stated that the Board had a brief discussion with its Assistant Solicitor, John S. Phillips, prior to 
this meeting and looking at the Resolution put forth, and would like to postpone voting until 
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next month.  This will allow Solicitor Phillips time to review the Resolution to better suit the 
township’s interest.  Ms. Hamm moved, seconded by Mr. Kammerer to postpone the 
vote on the Resolution on the proposed Gettysburg Crossing Tax Increment District 
until next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
4.  Adams County Economic Development Corporation – Phase I - A final field 
inspection was performed by Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Inc. on July 21, 2015 along with 
correspondence with Rusty Ryan of the Adams County Conservation District (ACCD) to verify 
that the bonded items for the ACEDC Phase 1 Grading Project were built according to the 
approved Plans.  Based on this inspection and confirmation from ACCD, Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., 
Inc. by letter dated July 22, 2015 recommended full release of the remaining financial security.   
Mr. Kammerer moved, seconded by Mr. Sanders to approve the full release of 
Financial Security in the total amount of $347.00.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
5.  Recreation Park, Field “C” team benches – Mr. Sanders moved, seconded by Mr. 
Kammerer to approve the purchase of four (4) aluminum benches for Field “C” at 
the Straban Township Recreation Park to be paid out of the Recreation Fund.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
6.  Parks and Recreation Rules and Regulations – Ms. Hamm requested that Solicitor 
Davis review the language and that “user” be added behind party.  Solicitor Davis is fine with 
the language.  Mr. Sanders moved, seconded by Ms. Hamm to approve the bullet to 
be added in the Straban Township Parks and Recreation Rules and Regulations 
under Guidelines and Policies as follows:  “The Township reserves the right to 
charge a security deposit to any party/user that has had a history of damage to the 
park.”  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
Land Use Reviews: 
 
 
Advance Auto Parts – Final Land Development Plan (801 York Road) – Must act by 
10/09/15.  An e-mail from Joseph Stein of Penn Terra Engineering, Inc. dated July 31, 2015 
was received requesting this plan be tabled.  Mr. Sanders moved, seconded by Mr. 
Kammerer to approve the request to table.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
G G & H Partners – Final Subdivision-Lot Addition (south side of Hunterstown-Hampton 
Road) – Must act by 09/15/15.  Planning Commission recommended conditional approval 
of the plan in accordance with the conditions outlined in Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Inc. letter dated 
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July 20, 2015 being satisfied.  Mr. Hill indicated that the easement agreement was recorded 
and the recording receipt with the deed book/page reference was forwarded to the township.   
The owners’ notarized signatures have been added to the plan; and the lot corners were set 
on Friday, July 24, 2015.  All conditions have been met.  Ms. Hamm moved, seconded by 
Mr. Kammerer to approve the G G & H Partners Final Subdivision Lot Addition plan 
conditioned upon engineer final review.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
Matthews – Final Subdivision Plan – Lot Addition (2330 & 2342 Granite Station Road) – Must 
act by 10/08/15.  Planning Commission recommended approval of the Planning Waiver & 
Non-Building Declaration.  Ms. Hamm moved, seconded by Mr. Sanders to approve the 
Planning Waiver & Non-Building Declaration.  Motion carried unanimously.  The 
Planning Commission recommended conditional approval of the plan in accordance with the 
conditions outlined in Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Inc. letter dated July 2, 2015 being satisfied.  Mr. 
Hill indicated that all conditions have been met.  The only outstanding matter is the certificate 
of non-conformance that must be filed.  Ms. Hamm moved, seconded by Mr. Kammerer 
to approve the Matthews Final Subdivision Plan Lot Addition conditioned upon the 
filing of the application of Certificate of Non-Conformance.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Paul Kriger – Mr. Kriger informed the Board that the York Adams Tax Bureau and the local 
Adams Tax Bureau had its first joint meeting this past month.  The assessment was a little 
over 1.5%.  The municipalities are charged a 2% collection fee so the difference will be 
coming back to the municipalities.  This past year YATB received $165 million in payments.  
The office is planning to put its employees behind bullet proof glass considering the events 
that have been happening lately.  All of the records are being digitized.  There are now eight 
(8) employees in the Gettysburg Office.  The Board of Supervisors thanked Mr. Kriger for his 
involvement and the time that he spends attending these meetings. 
 
  
Joey Byrne – Mr. Byrne, talking as a resident of Straban Township, stated that the fire 
companies need to have meetings outside of this public meeting and work out the differences 
prior to coming before the Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Byrne put his fireman’s hat back on and 
stated that Biglerville Fire Company was asked to join Adams Regional EMS but did not want 
to change its name.  Unfortunately, when organizations merge together, you lose your 
individual name and invent a merger name, hence Adams Regional EMS.  Mr. Byrne also told 
the Board of Supervisors that he would spearhead a meeting between the fire companies. 
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Questions from the Press: 
 
None. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
 With no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Hamm moved, seconded by Mr. 
Kammerer to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. this date.  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
    
      Robin K. Crushong 
      Secretary 
 
 
 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting for the Board of Supervisors of Straban 
Township will be held on September 8, 2015 (Tuesday) at 7:00 p.m. 


