
 

 

STRABAN TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

Peter Sontheimer, Deb Kammerer, John Colgan, James Dunlop and Mike Flaherty 

 

MEETING OF:  MARCH 22, 2021 

The Straban Township Parks & Recreation Advisory Board met this date, as publicly advertised, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

meeting room of the Straban Township Municipal Building, 1745 Granite Station Road, Gettysburg, PA  17325 with 

Board Chair Peter Sontheimer presiding.  Others in attendance were: Deb Kammerer, Vice-Chair, John Colgan, 

Treasurer, James Dunlop, Secretary; Mike Flaherty, Member and Office Manager Robin Crushong.   

Others in attendance:  Ken Stevens, Recreation Maintenance. 

Board Chair Peter Sontheimer brought the meeting to order.  

Minutes:  

Ms. Kammerer stated that Kelly Koch’s name was misspelled in the Minutes.  Ms. Kammerer moved, seconded by 

Mr. Colgan, to approve the January 19, 2021 minutes as revised.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Reports: 

Treasurer: 

The beginning balance as of January 19, 2021 was $312,481.71.  There were expenses totaling $4,442.64.  There 

was interest earned in the months of January and February in the amount of $50.46.  There were no deposits made. 

The balance in the Recreation Account is currently $308,089.53.  Mr. Dunlop moved, seconded by Ms. Kammerer 

to approve the Treasurer Report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Appearances: 

Ken Stevens – The matter concerning the purchase of a new Exmark Lazer Z X-Series was on the agenda for later in 

the meeting, however, the Chair asked if there was any objection to discussing it now.  With no objections, Ms. 

Crushong handed everyone a copy of a “gas” engine model and a “diesel” engine model.  Mr. Stevens indicated that 

they were looking to replace the existing twelve (12) year old mower at the Recreation Park with another Exmark.  

The Co-Star price from Crownstone Equipment for a “gas” engine model is $12,431.30 with a trade-in of the current 

Exmark of $3,500.00 bringing the purchase price to $8,931.30.  The Co-Star price from Crownstone Equipment for a 

“diesel” engine model is $17,404.10 with a trade-in of the current Exmark of $3,500.00 bringing the purchase price to 

$13,904.10.  There is an extra part, the grass choke, that will cost an additional $400.00.  Mr. Colgan moved, 

seconded by Mr. Dunlop to recommend approval of the purchase of the Exmark Lazer Z X-Series Gas Engine 

in the amount of $8,931.30 plus the additional grass choke part for $400.00 in a total amount of $9,331.30.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business: 

Recreation Park Status and Scheduling – The park is fully scheduled.  There have been a lot of requests 
for the Pavilion. The fields are being used continuously.  There was discussion about the soccer fields and 
how they are being used by two different organizations every day of the week.  There was a disclaimer put 
out to the organizations that if the township sees that the soccer field is becoming over used, the township 
may request that the field be closed for a week or two.  There was discussion on how the fields are being 
sprayed and over seeded in hopes of keeping the fields in good condition. 



 

 

Park Improvement Plan: 

Playground Equipment – Grant Application to Adams County – Ms. Crushong informed the Board that our 

application for a grant with the Adams County Parks, Recreation and Green Space Grant was approved by the Board 

of the Adams County Commissioners.  We received the Grant Agreement and it has been signed by the Board of 

Supervisors and returned for signature by the Adams County Commissioners.  The Grant expiration date is February 

10, 2024. 

2021 Improvements – Grant Application to DCNR  – Ms. Crushong has been working with Lori Yeich from DCNR 

in preparing the DCNR Grant.  There are a number of questions that Ms. Crushong asked the Board members to 

help with answering.  Mr. Sontheimer set up a “docs” google program so that everyone can make changes and 

corrections on the same document.  Ms. Crushong would like to have another ZOOM meeting with Lori Yeich either 

later this week or by next Tuesday.  Ms. Crushong will send all reference documents to everyone.  Ms. Crushong will 

contact Erik Vranich about changes to the Proposed Condition Plan.   

New Business: 

Annual Report for 2020 – Mr. Dunlop moved, seconded by Ms. Kammerer to approve the Annual Report for 

2020 and to forward to the Board of Supervisors for review and approval.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Other Matters: 

There was discussion that the existing playground equipment may need to be fixed.  Mr. Dunlop had a picture of 

what the playground equipment looked like a few years ago and it looks like a part is missing which may cause a 

safety hazard.  The Office will contact the original manufacturer and request that they come out and fix it. 

Public Comment: 

None. 

Adjournment: 

With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Dunlop moved, seconded by Ms. Kammerer to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:03 p.m. this date.  

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       Robin K. Crushong 

       Office Manager/Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING:   SUPERVISORS:  April 5, 2021 

       PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD:  May 17, 2021 


