
SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES:  1646 
 

 

The Straban Township Board of Supervisors met this date, as publicly advertised, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the Straban Township Municipal Building, 1745 Granite Station Road, 
Gettysburg, PA  17325 with Board Chair Tony Sanders presiding.  Others in attendance were:  
Vice-Chair Fred Kammerer (joined at 7:20 p.m.); Supervisor Alan Zepp; Office Manager Robin 
Crushong; Township Engineer Bill Hill; and Solicitor Tyler Beaston.   
 
Others in attendance were:  Skip Strayer; Andrew Miller, MPL Law Firm; Jessie Audette, 
Lightsource bp; William Schneider, Bow Renewables; Daniel Bole, Bow Renewables; Bob 
Spangler; Lawrence D. Folkemer; Heather Snyder; Merton E. Grace II; Micheline Sweeney; 
Joseph Sweeney; Dave Scheib; Andrew Dalton, Adams County Historical Society; Barbara 
Murphy; Paul Minnich and Sam Sexton, Inch Corp.; and Jim Hale, Gettysburg Times.  
 
Board Chair Tony Sanders led everyone with the Pledge to the Flag.  
 

▪ Mr. Sanders informed the residents present of the next scheduled meetings:  Board of 
Supervisors meeting on Monday, October 4, 2021; Planning Commission meeting on 
September 22, 2021; Recreation Board meeting on September 20, 2021.  There were 
no other meetings. 

 
Public Comment: 
 
None. 
 
 
Minutes:  
 
Mr. Zepp moved, seconded by Mr. Sanders, to approve the August 2, 2021 meeting minutes 
as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
Approve Bills:  
 
Mr. Zepp moved, seconded by Mr. Sanders, to approve the August 12, 2021 and August 31, 
2021 bills for payment. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Reports: 
 
None. 
 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Ms. Crushong announced the following: 
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• Adams Regional EMS, Inc. report for July with 88 calls and August with 72 calls 
• Gettysburg Fire Department July report with 16 calls 
• Gettysburg Fire Department Open House “Passport to Safety” on October 2, 2021 

from 1pm to 4pm 
• Minutes of the Gettysburg Municipal Authority Board of Directors Meeting on July 

19, 2021 
• Minutes of the White Run Regional Municipal Authority Board meeting on July 21, 

2021 
• York Adams Tax Bureau report for August 2021 
• Adams County SPCA letter requesting donations 
• Upper Adams Senior Center requesting donations 

 
 
Appearance:   
 
Adams County Historical Society – Andrew Dalton – Financial Support for 
Museum/Archives/Education Center for Adams County – Mr. Dalton informed the 
Board and public that the Adams County Historical Society (“ACHS”) was established in 1940, 
a little over 80 years ago. Its mission is the preservation of older documents and artifacts and 
education of the memory and legacy of one of America’s most remarkable communities. Since 
2011 ACHS has rented a temporary headquarters facility – the Wolfe House – on the United 
Lutheran Seminary campus in Gettysburg. ACHS has severe space limitations and all of the 
Society’s storage locations lack vital fire safety mechanisms, security, and climate controls 
needed for the protection of irreplaceable historic items. Space restraints also prevent hosting 
of large groups and presenting on-site educational programs for visitors and the community. 
Mr. Dalton handed out a brochure that outlined what would be included in the new building. 
The new home of the ACHS will be built at 625 Biglerville Road in Cumberland Township. This 
2.85-acre lot, owned by ACHS, boarders Transitions Healthcare and the Gettysburg National 
Military Park. The planned two-story Museum, Archives & Education Center will be roughly 
25,000 square feet with a 4,000 square-foot accessory artifact storage facility. The targeted 
opening date for the facility is November 2022. The total project cost is $8,500,000. A capital 
campaign was launched and over $5,000,000.00 was raised. The ACHS is asking each 
township/borough in Adams County to donate five percent (5%) of the American Rescue Plan 
Act (“ARPA”) funds. For Straban Township that would equate to about $25,000.00. ACHS is 
offering a 5-year maximum pledge program. It was discussed that the ARPA funds may or may 
not be approved by the Treasury for this type of project.  The final guidance has not been 
released yet. Mr. Dalton handed out an excerpt concerning “Aid to Impacted Industries” such 
as tourism. He understands that the final guidance has not been released but this information 
indicates that it would be an allowable use. 
 
 
Granite Hill Solar Project – Introduction of new owners, Lightsource bp – Jessie 
Audette Muniz of Lightsource bp presented a power point presentation introducing Lightsource 
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bp to the Board of Supervisors and public. She reviewed the projects that are currently in the 
development stages in Franklin County and York County. She reviewed how they do comply 
with the local ordinances. The Board wanted to make sure that she was aware that this 
project as presented earlier, will need zoning changes to be requested. Ms. Audette is aware 
of the zoning changes needed and they have some alternative ideas that they would like to 
share with the Planning Commission. 
 
 
Lawrence D. Folkemer, Micheline & Joseph Sweeney, Dave Scheib and Barbara 
Murphy – Flooding at Twin Oaks, Artillery Drive - Mr. Folkemer showed the Board 
members a video of the storm in August 2021 and videos of the most recent storm on 
September 1, 2021 that showed the grates and inlets cannot accommodate the water flow. 
The group requested that the Board of Supervisors: 
1. Send someone out and look at the drains on Ewell/Artillery and check for an obstruction. 
2. Bubbles are appearing in the roadways and will soon damage the roads. Something needs 
to be done underneath the roadway before it is damaged. 
3. Do a project to improvement the water flow on Ewell, Artillery and Rodes like was done at 
Old Harrisburg Road. This could be a 3-5 year phased out plan. 
Mr. Sanders answered that the 4’x4’ box culvert was in good shape when they were out there 
but they could look into this and see if there is an obstruction. As for the roadway, if it is 
damaged, the township will fix it. As far as improvement the township cannot improve the 
stormwater in Twin Oaks because it would need to be brought up to current code. At the 
most, the township can maintain the system. This development is over 50 years old and back 
when it was built there was no concern about stormwater runoff. To go in there now and tear 
the storm drains out and bring them up to code would be very expensive and have an impact 
on every property owner in Twin Oaks. The inlets are taking the water but getting over 
powered. The group asked if a more defined swale could be put in to direct the water instead 
of having it spread out and go into the yards and damage fences. It is not possible to change 
the flow of the water without affecting other properties. The Board agreed to look into this 
matter by sending someone out to see if there is an obstruction in the drains on 
Ewell/Artillery.  
 
 
Old/New Business: 
 
1. Sewage Facilities Planning Module for Weaver Auto Repair and Body Shop – Now 
that capacity has been reserved and capacity letters from Gettysburg Municipal Authority 
(GMA) provided, the Township can take action on the Planning Module Mailer. This is one of 
the outstanding conditions of the conditionally approved Land Development Plan. Mr. Zepp 
moved, seconded by Mr. Kammerer to approve the signature of the Weaver Body 
Shop Sewage Facilities Planning Module Mailer. Motion carried unanimously.  
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2. Setting Public Hearing on Zoning Ordinance – Mr. Kammerer moved, seconded 
by Mr. Zepp to set the public hearing on the Zoning Ordinance for Monday, October 
4, 2021 at 6:45 p.m. Discussion:  Mr. Paul Minnick from Inch Corp. understands that there is 
no perfect number of units per building and noted that the density does not change no matter 
how many units are allowed, however, his client is looking for 30 units per building and would 
request consideration on this. The Board had previously suggested 36 units; the Planning 
Commission suggested no more than 18 units and Adams County Office of Planning and 
Development suggested to have no set number of units since the density does not change. 
The Board reevaluated the suggestions and decided on 24 units per building. Mr. Minnich said 
24 units is good but 30 units is standard. The Board thanked Mr. Minnich for his comments. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
3. Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) for 2022 Township non-uniform pension 
plan – Mr. Kammerer moved, seconded by Mr. Zepp to adopt the 2022 Minimum 
Municipal Obligation (MMO) for the Township non-uniform pension plan at 
$23,120.00. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Land Use Review: 
 
Wilda G. Grace Estate – Final Subdivision Plan (1960 and 1966 Old Harrisburg Road) - Must 
act by 10/01/2021 
 
The parent parcel is located at 1960 and 1966 Old Harrisburg Road. The submitted Plan 
depicts the subdivision of this parcel to create 2 standalone residential lots containing the 
existing dwellings and one agricultural lot. The Planning Commission has reviewed this Plan 
and recommended conditional approval pending satisfactory completion of all outstanding 
comments within the August 24, 2021 review letter from Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Inc. Adams 
County Office of Planning and Development also reviewed the revised Plan and have no 
further comments. 
 
Mr. Zepp moved, seconded by Mr. Kammerer to approve the signature on the 
Sewage Facilities Request for Planning Waiver and Non-Building Declaration. 
Motion carried unanimously 
 
Mr. Zepp moved, seconded by Mr. Kammerer to conditionally approve the Wilda 
Grace Estate Final Subdivision Plan pending satisfactory completion of all 
remaining comments within the Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Inc. letter dated August 24, 
2021 as follows: 
 
1. SALDO 117-20.A – All Sewage Facilities Planning approval must be obtained 
prior to Final Plan approval. It appears that a Request for Planning Waiver and 
Non-Building Declaration would be appropriate for this project. 
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4. SALDO 117-38.D – All property corners shall be bonded items or field verified 
prior to Supervisors’ signatures being added to the Plans. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Cecil D. Sandoe & Patricia A. Sandoe Mini-Storage Additions Preliminary/Final Land 
Development Plan – Field Change 
 
Similar to a prior field change request, the Sandoes have prepared a final field change request 
to reduce the overall number of buildings remaining to be built from 5 to 4 and to change the 
width of those remaining buildings. Overall, the project remains within the previously approved 
area for mini-storage and does not increase the impervious area of the property. The Planning 
Commission has reviewed this Plan and recommended conditional approval of the Field 
Change pending satisfactory completion of all outstanding comments within the August 17, 
2021 review memorandum from Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Inc. Adams County Office of Planning 
and Development also reviewed the revised Plan and have no further comments. 
 
Mr. Zepp moved, seconded by Mr. Kammerer to conditionally approve the field 
change for the Cicil D. Sandoe & Patricia A. Sandoe Mini-Storage Additions 
Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan pending satisfactory completion of all 
remaining comments within the Wm. F. Hill & Assoc., Inc. memorandum dated 
August 17, 2021 as follows: 
 
1. The Plan Purpose Statement must be revised to include reference to the 
previously approved and recorded Field Change for this project. 
 
2. The percentage of building coverage for the lot must be added to the Plan to 
confirm compliance. 
 
3. The field change plans must be signed by the landowner and sealed by the 
design engineer. 
 
4. Upon signature by the Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission, the field 
change plans must be recorded at the Adams County Courthouse prior to issuance 
of the Land Use permit for the revised building. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
Royal Farms – Final Land Development Plan (corner of Route 30 and Smith Road) – Must 
act by 9/21/21 
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A time extension has been provided by the applicant for this project. The provided time 
extension would extend the Township’s action deadline from September 21, 2021 to 
November 19, 2021. This extension is being provided to continue to work toward resolving 
outstanding plan related items as well as outside agency permitting.  Mr. Zepp moved, 
seconded by Mr. Kammerer to accept the time extension provided by the Applicant, 
which will extend the action deadline to November 19, 2021. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
Public Comment: 
 
None. 
 
 
Questions from the Press: 
 
Mr. Hale had no questions. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Sanders moved, seconded by Mr. 
Zepp to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m. this date.  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Robin K. Crushong 
      Office Manager / Secretary-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting for the Board of Supervisors of Straban 
Township will be held on Monday, October 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  


