
 

 

STRABAN TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

Peter Sontheimer, Deb Kammerer, John Colgan, James Dunlop and Mike Flaherty 

 

MEETING OF:  MAY 15, 2023 

 

The Straban Township Parks & Recreation Advisory Board met this date, as publicly advertised, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Straban Township meeting room, 1745 Granite Station Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325. Those in attendance: Peter 

Sontheimer, Chair; Deb Kammerer, Vice-Chair; John Colgan, Treasurer; James Dunlop, Secretary; Mike Flaherty, 

Member and Office Manager Robin Crushong. Others in attendance:  Carol Kessel and Judy Sterner, Board 

Members of the Gettysburg Riding Club. 

Board Chair Peter Sontheimer brought the meeting to order.  

Minutes:  

Mr. Dunlop moved, seconded by Ms. Kammerer, to approve the March 20, 2023 minutes as presented. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

Reports: 

Treasurer: 

The beginning balance as of March 20, 2023 was $341,980.43.  There were expenses totaling $2,827.17.  There was 

interest earned in the months of March and April in the amount of $57.15.  There were deposits totaling $1,756.60. 

The balance in the Recreation Account is currently $340,967.01. Mr. Dunlop moved, seconded by Mr. Flaherty to 

approve the Treasurer Report as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Appearances: 

Carol Kessel and Judy Sterner, Board Members of the Gettysburg Riding Club were invited to tonight’s meeting. Mr. 

Sontheimer started the discussion out by thanking the Board Members for attending the meeting tonight. The 

Recreation Board would like to create a way to join the existing and proposed developments in the area of the 

Gettysburg Riding Club (Twin Oaks, Hunter’s Crossing and Kortney Meadows) by creating a small community park 

and trail that would connect these developments either by way of purchase, lease or easement on a portion of the 

Gettysburg Riding Club property. Ms. Kessel and Ms. Sterner indicated that the Riding Club holds about 3-4 events 

on the property a year. They also stated that they would be very interested in a trail, however, there would need to be 

stipulations set concerning the wellbeing of the horses. A fence would most likely be a requirement. They are 

interested in bathrooms, water fountains and additional parking area. The property already has electric and 

water/sewer. The property is not in Clean & Green but may be some deed restrictions.  The Board Members are very 

interested in keeping this property as green space. The Recreation Board will talk with the Board of Supervisors and 

Township Solicitor to see how this can move forward. A concrete plan will need to be drawn up and presented to the 

Board of Supervisors. It was noted that there is a Met-Ed right-of-way running through the property. Another value to 

this property is that fees could be charged on this property. Mr. Flaherty moved, seconded by Mr. Dunlop to 

request the Board of Supervisors explore a partnership with the Gettysburg Riding Club. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 



 

 

Old Business: 

Recreation Park Status and Scheduling:  The park fields are full. The pavilion is being scheduled a lot this year 

too. The Board mentioned that it may need to think about installing a pavilion at the lower field in the near future. 

 

Park Improvement Plan: 

 

Maintenance/Bathroom Facility – architect site visit – Mr. Flaherty informed the Board members that a meeting 

was held at the recreation park with Mark Walde, Tony Sanders, Deb Kammerer, Robin Crushong and Frank 

Dittenhafer, Architect from York. At this meeting it was suggested that since the township is looking into bringing 

water/sewer to the park that maybe now would be the time to install bathrooms. It was suggested to have the 

bathrooms come out the back of the maintenance building. This would eliminate a pumping grinder. Mr. Dittenhafer 

will have a proposal to do the work to us within a few weeks. 

 

Water/Sewer Hook-Up by Gettysburg Municipal Authority (GMA) – If the Recreation Board recommends to the 

Board of Supervisors to hire Mr. Dittenhafer to prepare the plans for a maintenance/bathroom facility, the Township 

Engineer, Erik Vranich, will be able to get unofficial prices from local contractors to perform the construction work 

needed to bring the water/sewer lines to the property. Once these numbers are known, the decision can be made at 

that time to bring sewer/water and install bathrooms now or wait. 

 

New Business: 

Review/Revise Recreation Plan – The Board felt that this plan was ready to move forward to the Planning 

Commission, Board of Supervisors and Solicitor for review. Mr. Dunlop moved, seconded by Mr. Flaherty to 

recommend approval of the revised Recreation Plan. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Public Comment: 

None. 

 

Other Matters: 

Mr. Sontheimer informed the Board that the new bike symbols have been installed on Old Harrisburg Road and they 

look great. All three municipalities (Cumberland Twp., Gettysburg Borough and Straban Twp) chipped in on the 

costs. He thanked the road crew for doing this. 

 

Ms. Crushong informed the Board that the report is due to the United States Department of the Interior by August 

2023. She will have this report ready for the Board to approve at the next meeting. 

  



 

 

The Board needs to change its next meeting date from July 17, 2023 to July 24, 2023. Ms. Crushong will advertise 

the change. 

 

Adjournment: 

With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Flaherty moved, seconded by Mr. Dunlop to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:15 p.m. this date.  

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       Robin K. Crushong 

       Office Manager/Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING:   SUPERVISORS:  June 5, 2023 

       PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD: July 24, 2023 

 


